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A N ews lett er for th e
GRAND VALLEY
STATE UN r VERS IT Y

Community
Monday, March 2, 1998

Vo lu me 22, Number 29

Accounting Students Offer Free Tax Assistance
To Low Income Families
GVSU accounting stude nts have
been spending their Satu rdays filing
tax returns fo r low income fam ilies in
the west Michiga n area securing mo re
than $76,000, so fa r, in refunds fo r
the ir clie nts.
The 50 student voluntee rs, w ho
participated in 12 ho urs of training to
provide the free service, have been
supervised by GVSU fac ulty me mbe rs
and certified public acco untants from
the Grand Rapids business community.

Grand Valley alumnus Pat Karpowicz, a CPA .fi·om Coopers & Lybrand, gives some pointers to
students Tim Zuidema and Rob Hughes as they prepare their client 's tax return.

GR Campus Expansion Is Moving Along
The earth is moving at
the new DeVos Center
building site o n the
Grand Rapids campus.
The Michigan Department of Environmental
Q uality (MDEQ) has
approved a gra nt to the
City of Grand Rapids for
remediation of polluted
soils left beh ind , in large
part, by the Mount
Vernon Foundry, which
operated on part of the
site. Removal of unsuitable soils w ill leave the
site ready fo r constructio n
later this yea r.

During the first two weeks of the
Tax Assistance Program , F bruary 14
and 21, Gra nd Va lley stude nts he lped
prepare 80 tax returns at the
Methodist Community Ho use on
She ldon Street in Grand Rap ids. The
program w ill also be offered on
March 14 and 21.
Joe Godwin , chair of the Accounting Depa rtme nt, sa id this is the first
year the students have o ffe red the
service. "We ho pe to p rovide tax
p reparatio n services to 150 low
income fami lies on the fo ur Saturdays
the progra m is o ffe red , and we hope
to expand it to additio nal sites next
year," he sa id .

Across Campus
GVSU Receives NSF Grant
For Quality Control Project
Grand Va lley received a n $89,000
grant from the Na tional Science Foundatio n for a two-yea r project studying
quality control in factory settings. The
grant offsets the tota l project budget of
$269,563. Wo rk o n the project bega n
this month and will continue fo r two
years.
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

"Our project plan describes how GVSU
will create a new course in Statistica l
Process Control (SPC) w he re students w ill
upload real-time qu ality control data over
the Internet fro m the fa cto1y floor of an
industrial production facility, " expla ins Ron
Garrett, associate professor o f Eng ineering.
Garrett is heading the project along with
Paul Stephenson , assistant professor of Math
and Statistics.

Career Fair Attracts 70
Employers
More than 70 organizatio ns pa rticipated
in the West Michigan Career Connectio ns
fair last Monday at the Kirkho f Cente r.
Sponsored by GVSU, Aquinas , Ca lvin ,
Cornersto ne and Hope Colleges, about 325
students attended the event.

Fo ur west Michigan companies are
participating in the p roject so far, including
Autodie and Monarch Hydraulics in Grand
Rapids; Grand Have n Stamp Products, Inc.
in Grand Have n; and the Prince Corpo ration
in Holland. Garrett sa id the coo perative
climate between industry and the university
has the potential to revolutio nize the way
that quality control and p roduction management courses are taught.
The GVSU Forum is
published by the Offi ce of
University Commun icati ons
every Monday when classes are
in sessio n and b iweekl y during
the summer. The submission
dea dline is Tu esday noon. Send
publica tio n items to Kathleen
Adams, edito r, c/o the FOR UM
cc:Mail box. From o ff campus,
email fo rum @gvsu.edu .
Te lephone: 616-895-222 1. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
ca n find an o nline "Sketches"
submissio n fo rm on the Web Site.

Engineering Students Build,
Sleep in Shelters to Raise
Funds for Mission
About 20 GVSU Engineering students
spe nt the night in card board e me rgency
shelters located in Robinson field be hind the
Commo ns on February 25, and raised nearly
$2,000 fo r charity .
Mo ney raised through pledges gathered
fo r the "shelter sleep-over" w ill help fund a
service project at the Mel Trotter Missio n in
Grand Rapids. Later this semester
the stude nts, who are members
of the student section of the
American Society of Mechanical
Engineers, hope to design and
furnish a playroom in the
missio n's new Women and
Children's Center. The Center for
Philanthropy has already granted
$400 for the project.
"It is our plan to provide a
room that will surprise and delight
these mothers and the ir children,"
said Shirley Fleischmann, p rofessor o f Engineering.
The Engineering students, all
in Fleischmann 's heat transfer
class, designed and built the six
shelters, using mostly recycled
mate rials, and measured the
temperature differential between
the inside of the shelters and
o utside.

Leji to right, Professor Shirley Fleischmann with Engineering studenls
Mike Karlesky and Brett Cutler.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
Margaret Sellers Walker, assistant
professor of Public and Nonprofit Administration, was elected to the Board of
Regents of the Supe1visors' Management
School conducted annually by North
Carolina State University and endorsed by
the National Recreation and Parks
Association.
KurtThompson, WRI research associate
II, gave a lecture, titled "Digitizing Aerial
Spray Blocks," at the 12th annual Michigan Mosquito Control Association conference in Grand Rapids.
Janet Vail, WRI research associate I, was
a featured speaker on the topic of air
quality at the Community Forum in
Muskegon.
Jim Scott, associate professor of
Physical Education, was appointed to the
Joint National Commission to Address
Weight Management in Wrestling. The
commission was formed to influence
changes in the behaviors used by athletes
in attempts to make specific weight
classes for competitive equity. In addition,
the Conmlission will review programs
such as tl1e Michigan Wrestling Weight
Monitoring Program set up with Scott's
assistance for the State High School
Athletic Association.
Frances A. Kelleher, chair and associate
professor of Histo1y, gave a lecture, titled
"France in a Frenzy," at the Saturday
morning lecture series of the World Affairs
Council of West Michigan held at Aquinas
College. The lecture focused on issues
facing contemporary France in the
aftermath of last sp1ing's Socialist vict01y
in parliamentary elections.
Mary P.Van Hook, associate professor of
Social Work, co-authored an article, titled
"Retooling for Community Health Pa1tnerships in Prima1y Care and Prevention,"
witl1 Dennis Poole. It is being published
in Community Building- Renewal, Wellbeing and Shared Responsibility, a
National Association of Social Work
publication.
Professor of French Louis Olivier wrote
a review of Boire, a novel by Jean-PietTe
Dufreigne, for The French Review, the
journal of the American Association of
Teachers of French.
William Neal, professor of Geology, is
co-autl1or of the book, Living with the
Coast ofA laska, and co-edited tl1is volume

along with the book, The Pacific Northwest Coast: Living with the Shores of
Oregon and Washington, by Paul Komar.
Both books are published by Duke
University Press and are part of the Living
with the Shore series. Neal is CLmently on
sabbatical leave at Duke University
working on three additional projects for
the series.
Donald J. Klein, professor of Accounting, addressed the West Michigan chapter
of the American Society for Quality on tl1e
topic of "Relationships."
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, assistant
professor of Psychology, conducted a
weekend matTiage enrichment seminar for
Hispanic couples in Benton Harbor. He
also attended a training weekend where
new approaches in working witl1 Hispanic
families was the topic of discussion.
Curtis Jones, professor of Sociology,
gave a senlinar on multi-culturalism and
diversity to 10th graders at Rockford High
School.

Linda Yuhas, employment and compensation manager, and Sue Lindrup, employment representative, presented a workshop on "Interviewing Skills for
Employers" to the Grand Rapids Area
Chamber of Commerce finance and
accounting group.
Todd Buchta, assistant director of
Development, was recently elected
treasurer of tl1e West Michigan Chapter of
the National Society of Fund Raising
Executives. Buchta has se1ved previously
on the Chapter Board as secretary.
Mary deYoung, Professor of Sociology,
had an article, titled "Three Sociological
Views on the Controversial Issue of Ritual
Abuse," published in the journal, Trauma
Response.
Donna Markus, assistant director of
Plant Se1vices, completed the second of a
three-pa1t Facilities Management Institute
program sponsored by the Association of
Higher Education Facilities Officers.

continued on page 4

New Interactive Services Available
Through Human Resources Home Page
The Human Resources Office home page now provides interactive services
and links to services from benefit providers. Several of the most requested forms
are currently available on _the new "Forms" page.
"No more waiting until Monday morning to call or rush over to the Human
Resources Office for claim forms , FSA reimbursement forms, or tuition reduction
forms, " says Dave Vene klase, director of staff relations and benefits. AP and COT
evaluation forms are also available .
The "Benefit Information" page now offers "Links to Online Services. " This new
page links to services available from the retirement investment firms and other
benefit providers. Through the links to TIAA/CREF, Fidelity Investments, Merrill
Lynch, and the The New England, faculty and staff members can do the following
on line: obtain account balances, make transactions, change investment allocation,
perform calculatio ns, and order brochures. In addition, the page provides links to
look for pa1ticipating doctors with Blue Care Network, Vision Service Plan, and
Delta Dental.
Access to these new services and more is available on GVSU's Web site.
Faculty and staff members can visit the HRO home page at www.gvsu.edu/ hro
and enter the contest to win campus-dining ce1tificates. Contest details are
outlined on the "Announcements and Current Events" page .
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Calendar of Events
General Events

Sports

Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m .-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m. -7 p.m.
Thurs . All activities on the Allendale Campus unless
othe1wise noted.
*Indicates fee; all gene ral events located on campus are free
of charge.

Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change.

Mon., Feb. 2-Tues. , Mar. 31

Student Exhibition/ Alu mni Timeline . Alexander Calder Fine
Arts Center.
Mon., Feb . 23-Thurs. , Mar. 26

Fri. , Feb. 27-Sat. , Mar. 7
TBA: Softball Spring Trip. Fort Myers, FL.
Sun. , Mar. 1-Sat., Mar. 7
TBA: Baseba ll Spring Training. Ft. Myers, FL.
Sun. , Mar. 1-Sat. , Mar. 7
TBA: Me n's Tennis. Spring trip at Hi lton Head Island , SC.

Check out EventTracker on the GVSU Web site.

Galle1y Hours: William Itter Exhibition. Calder Galle1y,
Performing Arts Center.
Mon. , Mar. 2

7 p.m. : Great Wine and Food Symposium sponsored by
WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52. Seminars include
"Pairing Foods with Wine, " and "The Wine Expert. "
Ambassador Ballroom, Amway Grand Pla za Hotel. Cost is
$45 for the wine tasting event. Seminar costs are $15 for
both or $8 fo r o ne. Ca ll 1-800-642-3728 for tickets.
Wed. , Mar.4

6-8:30 p.m.: Alumni Association Seminar Series. "Parenting
Teens" with Mary Jo Thiel, Counseling Center. Cost $5.
Eberhard Center. Call x3590.

New Grand Valley Associates
Sandy Bedard, academic systems coordinator, Academic
Computing . Former positions: systems analyst at E&V
Incorporated. Degree earned: A.A. from Davenport College.
Millie Jackson , assista nt librarian. Former positio ns:
special collections librarian at Oklahoma State University;
assistant curator of manuscripts at the Clements Libra1y,
University of Michigan; cataloging assistant at Bentley
Historical Libra1y , University of Michigan. Degrees earned:
B.S. from Central Michigan University; M.A. from Michiga n
State University; M.I.L.S. from the University of Michigan .
Kristine Moran, office coordinator, Upward Bou nd.
Former position: building and zoning assistant for Allendale
Township .
Benjamin Hayes, libra1y clerk. Degree earned : B.A. from

GVSU.
Richard Kleis, boiler engineer, Plant Services. Former
positions: custodian at Ham ilto n Community Schools;
maintenance/boiler technician at B.A.S.F. Corporation.
Marianne Oresik, WGVU membership coordinator. Former
position: facu lty secretaty at Thomas Cooley Law School.

Benefits Bulletin
Mail Order Prescriptions Save
Faculty and Staff Money
The GVSU Gro up and Flexible Medica l Plans both
contain mail o rde r prescription features. Mail order se1v ice
is conve nient for those who take medicatio n o n an o ngo ing
basis. Members of the GVSU Gro up Medical Plan may
receive up to a 90-day suppl y of medication free of charge.
GVSU Flexible Medical Plan members pay a $5 co-pay for a
90-day supply. Order forms and envelopes are ava ilable in
the Human Resources Office at 140 Lake Michigan Hall.
They are also located in the brochure rack o n the main
floor of the Eberhard Center in the hallway that leads to the
building manager's offi ce. Call the Benefits Offi ce at x2220,
or write to "Benefit Informatio n, GV" via cc:Ma il to have
forms and enve lopes sent.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued.from page 3
Cli.ffWelch, associate professor of Histo1y and coordinator of
Latin American Studies, gave a talk, titled "The Landless
Laborers Movement of Brazil," at tl1e Institute for Global
Education in Grand Rapids.

In the News
Joe Godwin, associate professor and chair of Accounting,
appeared on Februa1y 14 on WZZM-TV 13, WOTV-TV 41, and
WOOD-TV 8 in news spots about tl1e GVSU student volunteer
tax workshops for lower-income famil ies. On Februa1y 17,
Godwin was intetv iewed by WGVU, WCSG and WGHN.
Shirley Fleisclunann, professor of Engineering, appeared on
February 25 o n WZZM-TV 13, along witl1 students from he r
heat transfer class, regarding their shelter sleep-over p roject.

